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already asserting themselves as a force to be reckoned with
in the tangle of inter-state alliances. The Babylonians only
needed a leader of sufficient calibre forcibly to re-unite southern
Iraq against its foreign invaders, and him they eventually
found in the person of Hammurabi. The Sumerians were
destined to have one more flicker of independence twenty-five
years later in the time of Hammurabi's son Samsu-iluna, but
their rebellion was ruthlessly crushed, The razing of the
walls of Ur symbolized their end. After this, historically little
more is heard of them. ' Their language, though long fallen
out of popular use, might long survive in religious texts, to
be studied by the curious and painfully understood by the
aid of a dictionary; but the race had gone, exhausted by
worry, sapped by decay, swamped by the more vigorous stock
which had eaten of the tree of their knowledge/

Here is Sir Leonard Woolley's final appraisal of the Sumerian
contribution to world culture:

* Their civilization, lighting up a world still plunged in
primitive barbarism, was in the nature of a first cause. We
have outgrown the phase when all the arts were traced to
Greece, and Greece was thought to have sprung, like Pallas,
full-grown from the brain of Olympian Zeus. We have learnt
how that flower of genius drew its sap from Lydians and
Hittites, from Phoenicia and Crete, from Babylon and Egypt.
But the roots go farther back: behind all these lies Sumer.

'The military conquests of the Sumerians, the arts and
crafts which they raised to so high a level, their social organ-
ization and other conceptions of morality, even of religion,
are not an isolated phenomenon, an archaeological curiosity;
it is as part of our own substance that they claim our study,
and in so far as they merit our admiration we praise our
spiritual forbears.'11